
CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY, NEW JERSEY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016 – 10:00 A.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 3
RD

 FLOOR, SEA ISLE CITY HALL – 233 JFK BLVD. 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mr. Divney, Mr. Edwardi, Mr. Kehner, Ms. Tighe and Mr. Gibson.  Also attending was 

Mayor Desiderio, Administrator Mr. Savastano and Solicitor Mr. Baldini.  

 

Mr. Gibson called the meeting to order and asked everyone to rise for the flag salute and prayer.  He then 

announced the meeting had been advertised in accordance with P. L. 1975, Chapter 231.   

 

Mr. Gibson then asked for a motion to adopt the minutes of the 1-5-2016 Regular Meeting.  Motion moved by  

Ms. Tighe and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All ayes followed, except Mr. Edwardi abstained due to absence. 

 

REPORTS-Mayor and Administration:  Mayor Desiderio announced that the residents have been very vocal 

about the possibility of a cell tower at 63
rd

 Street and he is asking the Council to withdraw Ordinance No. 1585 

and to not pursue a cell tower anywhere at Dealy Field.    

 

The Mayor next thanked everyone for cooperation during the storm and specifically the Sea Isle Police, Fire, 

Ambulance Corps and Public Works, along with all of their families who were home alone during the storm.  

The Mayor also thanked all of the mutual aid fire departments that assisted with the fire.  He also happily 

announced that thanks to the recent beach fill project, the ocean did not breach the dunes. 

 

Mayor Desiderio then said that it was a historic day in Sea Isle, both Senators Menendez and Booker will be 

visiting to assess the storm damage as well as Congressman LoBiondo. 

 

His final report was that he will present the 2016 Budget and State of the City Message at the 2/9/2016 meeting. 

 

Mr. Savastano reported that the beach fill dredge will be starting today in Strathmere heading South to Sea Isle.  

 

Mr. Savastano next explained that the Springfield Inn will be going before the Planning Board for mixed use 

development and that they will need an easement from the City to allow ingress/egress onto the Promenade.  

The Attorney for the Springfield, Jules Konschak was present for any questions.  Mr. Gibson said he did not 

have a problem with the easement as it is consistent with others granted to property owners along the 

Promenade.  Mr. Kehner said he agree as did Mr. Divney and Ms. Tighe.  Mr. Edwardi asked if it would be 

larger than the current easement and Mr. Konschak said it would be wider to accommodate ADA, but that no  

structures or commercial use will be permitted on it and Mr. Edwardi said he had no problem with it.  Mr. 

Baldini will have the easement prepared for the next meeting. 

 

REPORTS-Council:  Mr. Kehner acknowledged Sea Isle Employees and Volunteers during the storm and Mr. 

Edwardi for assisting with the equipment for demolition after the fire.  Ms. Tighe and Mr. Gibson agreed. 

 

Mr. Divney announced that the City employee’s newly formed Wellness Committee held its first health fair last 

week for retirees, employees and families.  He said there were over 30 vendors and congratulated Chairperson 

Kellie Seib and the entire committee on its success. 

 

The clerk read a Bond Anticipation Award for the CFO.  The notes were offered on 1/19/16 in the principal 

amount of $4,680,000.00 and awarded to TD Securities at a net interest cost of $0.5166% for six month term. 

 

ORDINANCE-Second Reading and Public Hearing:  

Mr. Gibson asked for a motion to take up Ordinance No. 1584 for second reading and public hearing. Motion 

moved by Mr. Divney and seconded by Ms. Tighe.  All ayes followed, except Mr. Edwardi voted no.  The Clerk 

read the Ordinance by title:     1584 – An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of Sea Isle 

City, Chapter 26, Various Sections Entitled “Zoning” Each of  Which Pertains to the Residential Zoning 

Districts, Specifically Reintroduction of Floor Area Ratio (FAR) at .8.  Mr. Savastano presented renderings 

to show structures at .7, .8 and .9 FAR and how parking could be accommodated underneath.  He also indicated 

that to move from .8 to .9 would increase the building by 275 square feet per side.  Mr. Divney asked if the 

Administration was making a recommendation and Mr. Savastano said no, only presenting the information 

requested by the Council at the time the Ordinance was introduced.  

 

Ms. Tighe expressed concern with all of the concrete under the building and would there still be the requirement 

for impervious coverage and Mr. Gibson said there is no change.  She also expressed concern with the ability to 

build a bonus room. 

 

Mr. Edwardi has concerns that FAR includes covered decks as living space.  Mr. Baldini said that a standard 

deck with a roof counts, but a deck below that with the deck floor as the roof does not count towards FAR.  Mr. 

Edwardi continued expressing concerns with the increase amount of concrete that will affect drainage and the 

decision to reinstitute FAR needs more discussion before adoption.  

 



Mr. Kehner agreed with Mr. Edwardi, moving forward on FAR without parking consideration is putting the cart 

before the horse as he agrees the amount of concrete will be problematic for impervious coverage. 

 

Mr. Divney suggested the reason the Planning Board is requesting the reinstitution of FAR is to decrease the 

number of bedrooms. 

 

After much discussion, Mr. Gibson re-affirmed that the Ordinance being considered is only to reinstate FAR 

and does not affect parking and/or change requirements for impervious coverage. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Ordinance No. 1584 

Ed Sgalio-11 50
th

 St. & Vice Chair of  Planning Board Master Plan Sub-committee:  Thanked the 

Administration for “mucking” up an ordinance that only dealt with FAR.  It does not affect 70% pervious 

coverage and parking is also not a consideration.  He went on to say that the Planning Board was not putting the 

cart before the horse and that Council requested the parking be split from FAR.  Mr. Sgalio added that the only 

way to control size and the number of bedrooms is to reduce the gross square footage of the building. 

John Klacik-204 46
th

 St:  Said he was concerned with all concrete in the front of the building and suggested 

consideration be given to  a more aesthetic look with grass, crushed concrete or pavers. 

Mike Monichetti-213 43
rd

:  Agreed that concrete will add to flooding problems and suggested development in 

shore towns is a long-time problem. 

Rosemary Lavan-9007 Landis Ave:  Said she attended all of the Planning Board meetings and workshops and 

that the biggest concern of property owners is parking in the residential areas and she agreed that the 

presentation was confusion as the purpose of this ordinance is to reinstate FAR at .8 to help reduce the number 

of bedrooms. 

Roy Cook-144 61
st
 St:  Expressed his support for reinstating FAR. 

Bob Boyle-237 36
th

 St:  Expressed his opposition for reinstating FAR as bonus rooms have been eliminated. 

Bob Baldini-6308 Central Ave:  Expressed his opposition for reinstating FAR and suggested if it is all about 

parking, the City consider building a parking garage. 

Sam Screnci-25 34
th

 St:  Said he was concerned with concrete and flooding, but the City needs to start 

somewhere and supported reinstating FAR. 

Phyllis Evans-15 43
rd

 St:  Expressed support for reinstating FAR. 

Mary Tumolo-7407 Pleasure Ave:  Expressed support for reinstating FAR 

Bill McGinn-312 46
th

 Pl:  Expressed opposition for reinstating FAR as it is only one tool to control density and 

to vote now is premature as there are still questions that can be addressed during the master plan re-exam. 

Nancy McCann-6504 Central Ave:  Expressed support for reinstating FAR and suggested there is a problem 

with enforcing the impervious lot coverage issues. 

 

Mr. Gibson then moved to close the public hearing and Mr. Kehner seconded it, followed by unanimous ayes. 

 

Mr. Divney suggested the discussion got off track today, but reiterated the ordinance before Council is only to 

reinstate FAR to .8 as a way to decrease the number of bedrooms.   

 

Mr. Kehner agreed the discussion got off track, but he believes parking and FAR go hand-in-hand and 

reinstating FAR will not change the size of the houses being built.  In conclusion, he said the changes should be 

part of the master plan re-exam. 

 

Ms. Tighe said she felt .8 was a start and that it is not unusual to adopt ordinances before master plan review as 

the Council has continued to make parking amendments. 

 

Mr. Edwardi agreed with Mr. Kehner, the Planning Board should consider FAR and parking together and make 

recommendations during the master plan re-exam. 

 

Mr. Gibson thanked the Planning Board and the public.  He went on to say that he has always said it should be 

done with the master plan re-exam, but that did not mean he did not support reinstating FAR.  In conclusion, he  

said he will vote yes because sometimes step-by-step is ok. 

 

Mr. Gibson then asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 1584 on second reading.  Motion moved by Ms. 

Tighe and seconded by Mr. Divney.  Mr. Kehner recommended the public hearing be continued  and the 

ordinance be sent back to the Planning Board with the renderings so that it can consider changing ground level 

coverage to allow for extra parking on side yard.  VOTE:   Mr. Divney, Ms. Tighe and Mr. Gibson – aye.  Mr. 

Edwardi and Mr. Kehner – no. 

 

Mr. Gibson asked for a motion to take up Ordinance No. 1585 for second reading and public hearing. Motion  

moved by Ms. Tighe and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All ayes followed.  The Clerk read the Ordinance by title:  

1585 – An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the City of Sea Isle City, Providing 

for the Rezone of Certain Parcels of Land Owned by the City from the Existing Zone to Public Zone 

Consistent with Long Standing City Policy and Master Plan Review of 2007 and Which Rezone Will 

Allow Wireless Telecommunication Facilities at Said Sites.  Mr. Gibson said that he appreciated the Mayor’s 

request to withdraw the ordinance and that he will not be voting to adopt it.  Mr. Edwardi and Mr. Divney 

agreed.  Ms. Tighe agreed as well adding that the process to introduce an ordinance, get it out to the public for 

input was successful, because many residents reached out in opposition of the ordinance. Mr. Kehner said he 



would be voting no, but said that he did reach out to the telecommunication industry and learned that the local 

decision could ultimately be over-ruled by the Federal government. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Deborah Laricks-4720 Park Rd:  Asked if another location has been identified and Mr. Gibson said no. 

 

Mr. Baldini reminded everyone that the City did go out to bid to place the tower on Dealy Field and if the City 

is rescinding that there could be litigation.   Mr. Edwardi suggested green acres would prohibit it. 

 

John Klacik-204 46
th

 St:  Suggested looking at Evesham Township as it has a local ordinance prohibiting cell 

towers.  He also suggested looking at the “MacFarland Act”. 

Eleanor Forte-6300 Central Ave: Thanked the Council for voting no and asked why it was being moved from 

Dealy Field.  Mr. Gibson said it was determined that there was a Green Acres problem that would prohibit it.   

 

Mr. Gibson then asked for a motion to withdraw Ordinance No. 1585.  Motion moved by Mr. Edwardi and 

seconded by Mr. Kehner.  All ayes followed and the Ordinance was withdrawn from consideration. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT~ Resolutions on Consent Agenda: There was no public comment on the resolutions. 

RESOLUTION – Consent Agenda: 

011 – Authorizing the Approval of Vouchers 

012 – Appointing Fund Commissioner – Municipal Joint Insurance Fund 

013 – Appointing Alternate Fund Commissioner – Municipal Joint Insurance Fund  

014 – Authorizing Change Fund for Recreation, Tennis Courts, Marina and Beach Tags 

015 – Authorizing Refund of Payment for Rental Bond Money (133 – 36
th

 Street) 

016 – Authorizing Change Order of Additional Options for the Rear Mount Aerial Ladder Truck       

  (Additional equipment $36,273.00) 

017 – Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement with Cape May County for CMC Animal Shelter  

           (5 years) 

018 – Authorizing Refund of Payment for Rental Bond Money (131 - 39th Street East & West) 

019 – Authorizing Refund of Payment for Rental Bond Money (347- 39th St) 

020 – Declaration of Surplus Personal Property & Authorization of On-Line Auction  

021 – Authorizing the Tax Assessor to File Tax Appeals on Behalf of the City of Sea Isle City 

 

Mr. Gibson next asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda, Resolutions #011 to #021.   Motion moved 

by Mr. Divney and seconded by Mr. Kehner.   All ayes followed. 

 

PENDING BUSINESS: There was no pending business. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Kehner asked if the City should consider still changing the lot from R-2 to P-3 

anyway, but all agreed to not do anything at this time. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT:   

Priscilla Gregory-6717 Pleasure Ave:  Expressed concern and opposition to the proposal to extend the 

Promenade. 

John Henry-119 45
th

 St:  Suggested the fires during the storm started because the circuit breaker may be faulty 

and not tripping.  As a precaution, he said everyone should flip the breakers several times to ensure they are 

working.  He next Asked if the stones in the street will be cleaned up and when will be city-wide bulk pick-up 

as many people are putting items at the curb now.  Mr. Savastano said the stone removal has begun and that 

public works is currently picking up all debris put at the curb. 

Vicky Miller-11 84
th

 St:  Expressed her opposition to the promenade extension asking why it was being 

considered and Mr. Gibson said primarily for pedestrian and bike safety along pleasure avenue. 

 

Mayor Desiderio introduced Senator Menendez who arrived in Sea Isle to assess damage from the recent storm 

“Jonas”.  The Senator said he was pleased to see the beach fill and dune program was successful in holding off 

the ocean storm surges. 

 

Ken Merson-120 84
th

 St:  Expressed his support of the promenade extension as the bikes on Pleasure Avenue 

in the summer are a safety hazard. 

Phyllis Evans – 15 43
rd

 St:  Expressed opposition to the promenade extension. 

Kevin Lavan-9007 Landis Ave:  Expressed support of the promenade extension. 

Sam Screnci-25 34
th

 St:  Said he supported the promenade extension if it did not affect the dunes.  He also 

reiterated his complaint regarding flooding at his corner and asked the City to reach out to the County to address 

it. 

 

Mayor Desiderio then introduced Senator Cory Booker also in Sea Isle to assess storm damage. 

 

Mr. Gibson asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion moved by Mr. Kehner and seconded by Ms. Tighe.  All ayes 

followed and the meeting adjourned at 12:51 pm. 

 

_______________________ 

Cindy L. Griffith, City Clerk 


