
CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY, NEW JERSEY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2016 – 10:00 A.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 3
RD

 FLOOR, SEA ISLE CITY HALL – 233 JFK BLVD. 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mr. Divney, Mr. Edwardi, Mr. Kehner, Ms. Tighe and Mr. Gibson.  Also attending was 

Mayor Desiderio and Administrator Mr. Savastano. 

 

Mr. Gibson called the meeting to order and asked everyone to rise for the flag salute and prayer.  He then 

announced the meeting had been advertised in accordance with P. L. 1975, Chapter 231.   

 

Mr. Gibson then asked for a motion to adopt the minutes of the 1-26-2016 Regular Meeting.  Motion moved by  

Mr. Kehner and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All ayes followed.  

 

REPORTS-Mayor and Administration:  Mayor Desiderio announced that the T.I. Bridge will be opening for 

good on Friday, 2/12/16.  He also announced that many businesses will be re-opening this weekend for Polar 

Bear Plunge, including the ACME that will open a temporary store at 63
rd

 Street from Thursday until Tuesday. 

 

The Mayor next reported that he received many calls regarding the recently adopted Floor Area Ratio 

Ordinance and said he understood several Council members may take up the issue again. 

 

The Mayor’s final report was to present the 2016 Municipal Budget and State of the City Address. 

 

Tourism Commission Chairperson, Jim Bennett asked the Council if his scheduled report could be post-poned 

until the next meeting and Mr. Gibson said he would have it placed on the next agenda. 

 

REPORTS-Council:  Mr. Divney announced that the Planning Board will hold a Special meeting on 

Wednesday 2/17/16 at 7:00 p.m. to continue Master-Plan re-exam discussions. 

 

Mr. Gibson then announced that the Administration has requested a Closed Executive Session and asked for a 

motion to ad a closed session resolution to the agenda.  The Clerk read the resolution:  

   

 029 – Authorizing a Closed Executive Session for the Purpose of Discussing Pending Litigation 

  8600 Landis Ave, LLC v. Sea Isle City Docket No. CPM-L-474-15 

 

Motion to add the resolution to the agenda made by Mr. Divney and Ms. Tighe seconded the motion.  All ayes 

followed. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT~ Resolutions on Consent Agenda:  
John Evans-237 79

th
 St:  Asked for an explanation of the consent agenda and Mr. Gibson explained it allows 

for all the resolutions to be adopted with one motion; however, any Council member can ask that a resolution be 

removed if there is a conflict or if a separate vote is desired.  He next asked how he could find out where the 

money comes from for the Tennis Fee Trust Fund and how it is spent.  Mr. Savastano said he would get the 

information. 

Ann Organ-209 39
th

 St:  Asked what the funds are being used for in resolution #017 and Mr. Gibson read the 

items; tennis court maintenance and fence repairs.  She also asked if #26 was for the landlord hearing officer 

and Mr. Savastano said it was for a personnel matter. 

 

RESOLUTION – Consent Agenda: 

022 - Authorizing the Approval of Vouchers 

023 - Approving a Place to Place Extension of Premises ABC License – MGR @ 8600 Landis  

024 – Authorizing Advertisement of Bids (2016/2017 Beach Concession and RFP for Mobile APP for  

           Beach Badge Sales and Credit Card Processing)  

025 – Establishing Beaches with Lifeguards in Attendance for the 2016 Summer Season  

026 – Authorizing Award of a Non-Fair and Open Professional Services Contract for Conflict Hearing  

          Officer 

027 – Authorizing Use of Tennis Fee Trust Fund 

028 – Authorizing the Issuance of a License to Conduct Amusements Games (Boardwalk Casino) 

 

Resolution Added to the Agenda on Motion at the meeting  

        029 – Authorizing a Closed Executive Session for the Purpose of Discussing Pending Litigation 

                     8600 Landis Ave, LLC v. Sea Isle City Docket No. CPM-L-474-15 

 

Mr. Gibson next asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda, Resolutions #022 to #029.   Motion moved 

by Mr. Divney and seconded by Ms. Tighe.   All ayes followed. 

 

PENDING BUSINESS: Mr. Edwardi said he would like to re-visit the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) Ordinance that 

was adopted at the last meeting as he is concerned that it was adopted without anyone from the development 

community present.  Ms. Tighe suggested they were notified just like everyone else and could have been 



present and Mr. Divney added that it was a year-long process with many meetings and workshops they had the 

opportunity to attend.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Kehner asked if the police could put signs “Roads Closed Due To Flooding” on Landis 

Avenue so that people do not drive through the water.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENT:   

John Henry-119 45
th

 St:  Regarding flooding, he asked that the siren be sounded to alert and inform everyone 

to move their vehicles.  He then asked if the City had a hotel or room tax and the Mayor said yes, but it is paid 

to the State.  He suggested the large rental homes be taxed and Mayor Desiderio said some legislators bring a 

bill forward every year and it does not pass. 

Anthony Edwardi-7200 Central Ave:  Thanked the City for making the right decision to not put a cell tower 

on 63
rd

 St.  He also asked the Council to consider a local ordinance prohibiting them or using telephone poles 

like other towns do.  He presented information regarding problems with fires on the poles.   

Ann Organ-209 39
th

 St:  Said the fire company did a wonderful job during the storm, but when it went down 

the flooded street the water flooded a neighbors garage and damaged a fence.  She next asked if the Council will 

come back into open session after the closed session and how long will it be.  Mr. Gibson said about an hour 

and yes Council will come back into open session and may take action.   

Joe Meier-117 92
nd

 St:  Thanked the Council for the FAR Ordinance stating it was studied in-depth and that it 

was surprising that most of the development community did not participate.  He next expressed concern that the 

setback variances are too easy to obtain from the boards.  Regarding the budget he suggested Council pay 

attention to debit service, health insurance and pension costs.   

Lynn Shirk-209 54
th

 St:  Asked that the City find solutions to the flooding problems from the back bay.  Mr. 

Gibson said there is an ordinance to increase the height of bulkheads, so as they are replaced it will help as do 

the installation of tide gates.  She asked if the gates are frequently checked and was told yes. 

Frank Costello-122 87
th

 St:  Said that he is involved with a fund raiser for the marines and navy seals that 

includes a 5K run in Seaside Heights.  He asked if the City would allow posters supporting the charity to be 

placed in some of the public buildings and Mr. Gibson said he did not see a problem with it. 

Dustin Laricks-4714 Park Rd:    He said he could not attend that last meeting, but as a realtor he expressed 

concern that the reduce floor area ratio will eliminate the family room behind the foyer that is furnished with a 

sofa (not beds) and that it is a valuable selling point.  Additionally, he feels that property values will drop and it 

will re-create the push for illegal bonus rooms to return.  In conclusion, he said he did not know if the 

appropriate FAR is .8. or .9 but urged the Council to consider re-visiting the issue. 

Rosemary Lavan-9007 Landis Ave:   Said that she attended most of the meetings and the initial request was to 

go to .7 and that .8 was a compromise and she asked Council to leave FAR alone as the size of the buildings are 

out of control. 

Ann Marie Germanio-25 37
th

 St:  Said that she agreed with Mr. Laricks. 

Bob Boyle – 237 36
th

 St:  Also agreed with Mr. Laricks. 

Steven Freda-6300 Landis:  Said that up until 2010 there was always a bonus room behind the garage and that 

Hurricane Sandy and FEMA created the large house due to increased height requirements.  He suggested FAR 

be accurate and not arbitrary at .8, but the buildings should be measured exactly. 

Drew Fasey-4914 Landis Ave:  As a real estate broker he feels strongly that parking and FAR should be done 

together. 

 

Mr. Gibson asked for a motion to adjourn and go into closed session.  Motion moved by Ms. Tighe and 

seconded by Mr. Divney. Kehner and seconded by Ms. Tighe.  All ayes followed and the meeting adjourned at 

1l:15 a.m.  

 

At 12:28 p.m. Mr. Gibson opened the meeting.  He asked for a motion to add a resolution to the agenda and the 

clerk read the resolution by title:  

 

       030 – A Resolution Authorizing a Non-Fair and Open Professional Services Contract for Legal  

  Services   

 

Motion to add the resolution made by Mr. Kehner and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All ayes followed. 

 

Mr. Gibson then asked for a motion to adopt resolution #030.  Motion moved by Ms. Tighe and seconded by 

Mr. Kehner.  All ayes followed, except Mr. Divney voted no. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT:  There were no further comments. 

 

Mr. Gibson then made a motion to adjourn and Ms. Tighe seconded the motion.  All ayes followed and the 

meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 

 

 

_______________________ 

Cindy L. Griffith, City Clerk 


