
CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY, NEW JERSEY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2013 – 10:00 AM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

SEA ISLE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mr. Divney, Mr. Edwardi, Mr. McHale, Ms. Tighe and Mr. Kehner. Also attending was 

Mayor Desiderio, Administrator Mr. Savastano, City Engineer Mr. Previti. 

 

Council President Kehner called the meeting to order and asked everyone to rise for the flag salute and prayer.  

He then announced that the meeting had been advertised in accordance with P. L. 1975, Chapter 231. 

 

Mr. Kehner then asked for a motion to adopt the minutes of the 5-18-13 Regular Meeting.  Motion moved by 

Mr. McHale and seconded by Ms. Tighe.  All ayes followed. 

 

REPORTS-Mayor and Administrator:  Mr. Savastano began with an overview of the decision that was made 

to not put monies into improving the Public Safety Building and the old City Hall after Super Storm Sandy and 

construct one facility to house all operations.  He then introduced project architect Bob Garrison who provided a 

power point presentation with renderings of the new facility and City Engineer, Andy Previti who explained the 

new site plan.  Mr. Garrison continued the presentation with a description of each floor and the proposed 

construction/demolition contract schedule.   

 

Mr. McHale asked about the structure of the roof over the fire house bays as it has been suggested that it be 

reinforced in the event the City ever wants to build a second floor.  Mr. Edwardi agreed adding that he feels 

strongly it should be done.  Mr. Garrison explained that the roof is not flat as it may appear and he is currently 

looking at the pilings to determine the amount of weight bearing.   

 

Mr. Divney asked if the cost remains at $13.2 million and Mr. Savastano said yes, however, any additional 

structural roof work may require  additional funds.  Mr. Divney went on to express his concern with the height 

of the building adding that it is at least 1/3 higher than the 1
st
 Bank building and feels it may have too large 

visual impact.  He also questioned the need for 29,000 square feet.  Mr. Savastano explained that the square 

footage is affected by current needs, ADA, Department of Corrections and Administrative Office of the Courts 

standards.  He added that the fire department is included as well.   Mr. Divney next asked about outside 

financing sources and Mr. Savastano responded that FEMA will allow any funds for the Public Safety building 

to be used, and there is hope that the City Hall funds will also be approved for use in the construction of the new 

facility.  He added that since the building will meet the new FEMA height requirements it may be eligible for 

hazard mitigation grants funds.  Mr. Divney asked if Council could receive the total estimated dollars available 

and Ms. Tighe added that sale of buildings should also be included.  There was much  discussion regarding the 

sale of city properties, specifically old City Hall and the school and in conclusion all agreed to hold a workshop 

to discuss publicly.   Mr. McHale agreed with the workshop, but said he has no issue with the proposed facility 

as it is smart to put all city departments in one location and it should be done right without cutting corners. 

 

Council-elect Mr. Gibson suggested consideration be given to share services with other municipalities to use the 

sally port for police processing.   

 

ORDINANCES  - Introduction and First Reading:  

Mr. Kehner asked for a motion to Introduce Ordinance 1549 on First Reading.  Motion moved by Mr. Edwardi 

and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All ayes followed.  The Clerk read the ordinance by title:  1549-– An Ordinance 

to Amend Various Schedules in Chapter 7 Entitled “Traffic” of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

City of Sea Isle City to Reflect Changes Necessary to Provide Motorists and Residents with Serviceable 

Parking.   Mr. Savastano explained that this will change parking on the East side of Landis Avenue from 38
th

 – 

40
th

  Streets to 10 hours.  Mr. Kehner indicated that the one block 38
th

 – 39
th

 Street should be 3 hours and all 

agreed to make the amendment.  Mr. Kehner then asked for a motion to amend ordinance 1549.  Motion moved 

by Ms. Tighe and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All ayes followed.  Mr. Kehner then asked for a motion to adopt 

ordinance 1549 on First reading as amended and publish according to law.  Motion moved by Mr. Divney and 

seconded by Mr. McHale.  All ayes followed.  Mr. Kehner announced second reading and public hearing will be 

July 1, 2013 at 12:00 noon at Excursion Park. 

 

ORDINANCES – Second Reading and Public Hearing: 

Mr. Kehner asked for a motion to take up Ordinance 1546 for Second Reading and Public Hearing.  Motion 

moved by Mr. McHale and seconded by Mr. Edwardi.  All ayes followed.  The clerk read the ordinance by title: 

1546 –An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of Sea Isle City Chapter 8 Entitled “Off 

Street Traffic Regulations” to Increase Cost of Weekly Parking Permits and Clarify Areas of Use.  Mr. 

Savastano explained that this will provide for weekly parking passes to have the same rules as the seasonal 

passes and increases the fee from $20.00 to $30.00. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   There was no public comment on ordinance 1546. 



Mr. Kehner then asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 1546 on Second Reading.  Motion moved by Mr. 

McHale and seconded by Ms. Tighe.  All ayes followed.   

 

Mr. Kehner asked for a motion to take up Ordinance 1547 for Second Reading and Public Hearing.  Motion 

moved by Mr. Edwardi and seconded by Ms. Tighe.  All ayes followed. The clerk read the ordinance by title:  

1547 – An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of Sea Isle City Chapter 4, Entitled 

“Sidewalk Dining” to Change the Area Sidewalk Dining Shall Be Permitted.  Mr. Savastano explained that 

due to the success of the program, this ordinance removes the requirement to allow only in limited areas and 

permits sidewalk dining in all Commercial Zones.  Ms. Tighe added that the Council thought it was removed 

when the sunset provision was removed.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   
Ann Organ-209 39

th
 St:   Asked where the outside dining with alcohol would be permitted and was advised 

that it would be allowed in all of the commercial zones. 

 

Mr. Kehner then asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 1547 on Second Reading.  Motion moved by Mr. 

Edwardi and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All ayes followed. 

 

Mr. Kehner asked for a motion to take up Ordinance 1548 for Second Reading and Public Hearing.  Motion 

moved by Mr. Edwardi and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All ayes followed. The clerk read the ordinance by title: 

1548 – An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of Sea Isle City, Chapter 7, Entitled 

“Traffic” to Create Metered Parking at 35
th

 Street and the Promenade.  Mr. Savastano explained that this 

ordinance adjusts meters on the North Side of 35
th

 Street to create turnover for the promenade.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  There was no public comment on ordinance 1548. 

 

Mr. Kehner then asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 1548 on Second Reading.  Motion moved by Ms. Tighe 

and seconded by Mr. Edwardi.   All ayes followed. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT-Resolutions on Consent Agenda:   

John Fee-220 43
rd

 St:  Asked for an explanation of #109 and Mr. Savastano explained the City retains a 

conflict attorney in the event a matter cannot be handled by Mr. Baldini. 

Mike Crowley-4520 Park Rd:  Asked for an explanation of #097 and Ms. Tighe explained excess water 

charges can be cancelled if the property owner has a letter from a plumber indicating a pipe break. 

Dave Helfrich-21 36
th

 St:  Asked about #099 and Mr. Savastano explained that the Springfield has applied for 

outside dining and in order to approve it, they must get an extension of premises for it’s ABC license.  Mr. 

Helfrich also asked about the cost of #110 and Mr. Savastano said he was unsure, but would get the amount for 

the next meeting.  

Steve Hansbury-5712 Central Ave:  Asked if #109 involves a rate increase and was told no.  He also said that 

nothing should be granted to the Springfield as it is an eyesore. 

Lynn Shirk-209 54
th

 St:  Asked where the Springfield would extend to and Mr. Kehner explained that it was 

East where the beach area is. 

Ann Organ 209 39
th

 St:  Asked if the Springfield complied and Mr. Savastano explained this is the first step 

and then te other compliance matters can be addressed.  She then asked about #101, #103, #104 and #106 and 

received a response from Mr. Savastano.  

Larry Evans-15 43
rd

 Street:  Asked about #099 and if the Springfield has complied with the current ordinance 

for outside dining and for remaining open outside after 11:00 p.m. Mr. Savastano explained that it is his 

understanding that they are working towards compliance, but again the resolution does not approve any of those 

applications. 

Frauke Vogel-4405 Venicean Rd:  Asked why #109 is “Non Fair and Open”.  Mr. Savastano explained the 

terms are used when Professional Service Contracts are awarded without bidding. 

 

RESOLUTION – Consent Agenda: 

 096 – Authorizing the Approval of Vouchers 

 097 – Cancelling Water & Sewer Excess Charges 

 098 – Certifying Review of the 2012 Annual Audit  

 099 – Authorizing Place-to-Place Transfer (Extension of Premises – Springfield Inn) 

 100 – Approving ABC Licenses Renewals  

 101 – Requesting the State Issue Conflict of Interest ABC Licenses 

 102 – Authorizing the Declaration of Surplus Property & Disposal of On-line Auction & Sale of   

  Abandoned Bicycles & Authorization of Live Auction 

 103 – Authorized Award of State Contract for (2) Cargo Vans  

 104 – Authorizing Refund of Payment for Rental Bonds 

 105 – Authorizing Change Order No. 1 and Final Payment - Promenade Reconstruction at 29
th

 & 31
st 

  

  Streets {Net Decrease of $1,477.30} 

 106 – Authorizing Change Order No. 1 and Final Payment – Temporary Municipal Complex Parking  

  Lot Construction {Net Decrease of $4,747.06} 



 107 – Authorizing Approval of a Raffle Application {Cape May County Bar Association}   

 108 – Authorizing Tax Overpayment Refunds 

 109 – Authorizing a Non-Fair and Open Professional Service Contract Appointing a Conflict Attorney  

  for the City of Sea Isle City for a Term of One Year 

 110 – Authorizing Fireworks Display {July 4
th

 and December 31
st
} 

 111 – Authorizing the Award of Co-Op Contract for Electrical General Supply Services with South             

  Jersey Power Cooperative  
 

Mr. Kehner asked for a motion to adopt the resolutions on the consent agenda #096 to #111. Motion moved by 

Mr. Edwardi and seconded Mr. McHale.  All ayes followed. 

 

PENDING BUSINESS: Mr. Divney asked if the Administration was prepared to provide an amendment to the 

ordinance regarding 13 ft. ceiling heights in the Commercial Zones.  Mr. Savastano said there will be a 

recommendation forthcoming suggesting a change to the finished ceiling height, how it is measured and the % 

of glass.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: Mr. Divney indicated that while the mixed use zoning has been successful, he feels there is 

a need to address the density in the Commercial zones. Mr. McHale agreed as did Ms. Tighe who suggested a 

workshop in the next few months.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENT:  

Irene Bukowski-218 80
th

 St:  Complained that a tree planted in front of her house is ruining her pavers.  Mr. 

Savastano said he would have someone check it out, however the last time she complained, it was determined 

that it is not affecting the sidewalk and it is not the City’s policy to remove trees. 

Jean Koroly-121 48
th

 St:  Complained about the flooding on 48
th

 Street.  Mr. Previti provided an explanation 

as to the drainage system stating that the County would be contacted to inspect that it is working properly.   

Lynn Shirk-209 54
th

 St:  Complained that Central Avenue is still a “roller coaster” and that there are puddles 

in areas that never had them before.  Mr. Kehner said it will be addressed in the Fall after all of the settlement is 

done and the final coat will be done.  She also suggested the City consider purchasing available lots to be used 

for parking. Regarding the new City Hall, she suggested elevators be programmed to rise during flood events, 

the need for good acoustics and for public parking. 

Mike Crowley- 4520 Park Rd:  Complained about a 40 ft dock in front of his home that floated in during 

Super Storm Sandy.  Chief D’Intino said he has been in contact with the State vendor hired to remove storm 

debris and has been informed they should be here by mid-June.   Mr. Crowley also asked why NJ Transit 

continues to use Park Road since JFK improvements are completed and the Chief said they are working to move 

it back to JFK.     

Dave Helfrich-21 36
th

 St:  Complained that the new traffic signals at JFK and Central are too short to get onto 

JFK.  Mr. Kehner said that the County is working on it. 

Steve Hansberry-5712 Central Ave:  Asked when the 59
th

 Street Pier reconstruction will be complete and Mr. 

Previti responded that the work will begin 6/14 and should take about 4 weeks.  He next suggested the curbs at 

the intersections on Central need to be painted yellow as cars are parking up to the intersection making it 

difficult and dangerous to cross. 

Joe Meier-320 44
th

 St:  Stated he was struggling with the size of the new City Hall, specifically a 40% increase 

as he feels when you drive over the bridge and see the size it does not give the message of a modest 

government.  He concluded by stating he is a big supporter of shared services. 

Rod Greco-115 49
th

 St:  Commended the City for making provisions for police and fire and he supports all 

being in one facility.  He added that 49th street is also flooding and he attributes it to new construction. 

Dave Cohan-5100 S. Marine Pl:  Complained about dog owners not picking up after their dogs on the beach.  

He also asked if the City is seeking Federal dollars for beach replenishment and Mr. Savastano said yes. 

Ann Organ-209 39
th

 St:  Asked if the Police will hold the Quality of Life meetings in July and August prior to 

Council meetings and Mr. Savastano said he would find out.  She also asked who receives the $75 fee collected 

by the court from alcohol and drug charges as she feels it could be put to good use in the community. 

Barbary Crowley-4520 Park Rd:  She said waiting for the State vendor to remove the dock is unacceptable as 

they have been patient and they cannot use their own dock.  Mr. Savastano said that the City does not have the 

capability to remove it and he would again reach out to the vendor. 

John Fee-220 43
rd

 St:  Suggested the sound system in the new facility be State-of-the-Art since it will be used 

for Council, Court and Planning and Zoning Boards. 

Lynn Shirk-209 54
th

 St:  Regarding shared services, she suggested having Ocean City come to Sea isle.  She 

also asked why there is no permit required to change a grass lawn to pavers.  Construction Official Mr. Byrne 

said that a landscape permit is required as it cannot be more than 70% impervious coverage. 

 

Mr. Kehner asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion moved by Ms. Tighe and seconded by Mr. McHale.  All 

ayes followed and the meeting adjourned at 12:36 pm. 

 

 

_______________________ 

Cindy L. Griffith, City Clerk 

 


