
 

CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY, NEW JERSEY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2012 – 10:00 AM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mr. Edwardi, Mr. Kehner, Mr. McHale, Ms. Tighe  and Mr. Divney. Also attending was 

Mayor Desiderio, Administrator Mr. Savastano and Solicitor Mr. Baldini.   

 

Council President Divney called the meeting to order and asked everyone to rise for the flag salute and prayer.  

He then announced that the meeting had been advertised in accordance with P. L. 1975, Chapter 231. 

 

Mr. Divney then asked for a motion to adopt the minutes of the 1-10-12 Regular Meeting and 1-12-12 Council 

Workshop.  Motion moved by Mr. McHale and seconded by Mr. Kehner.   All ayes followed. 

 

REPORTS-Mayor and Administrator:   Mayor Desiderio responded to a question from the previous meeting 

regarding the County’s participation in the State Open Space Program.  He explained that the County does not 

participate because if funds are accepted from the program for one property, all open space properties would 

then come under the auspices of the State Open Space Program and would be subject to all rules and 

regulations.  He added that the County’s position does not prevent any municipality from participating with the 

State.  

 

Mr. Savastano provided an explanation of Resolution #16, stating that the electric co-op could save the City 

$35,000.  He then provided an update on the current beach fill project.  

  

REPORTS-Council:  Mr. McHale announced that the School Board voted to move the April Election to the 

November General Election as permitted by the recent bill signed by the Governor. 

 

Mr. Divney announced that the Chamber and Revitalization along with the Beautification Committee will be 

working with the City to make improvements along Landis Avenue. 

 

ORDINANCES  - Introduction and First Reading:  

Mr. Divney asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance 1513 on first reading.  Motion moved by Mr. McHale 

and seconded by Mr. Kehner.  All ayes followed.  The Clerk read the ordinance by title:  1513 -  Calendar 

Year 2012 Ordinance to Exceed The Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP 

Bank.  Mr. Savastano explained that this is an annual ordinance adopted to allow the City, if necessary, to 

exceed the CAP. 

 

Mr. Divney asked for a motion to adopt ordinance 1513 on first reading and publish according to law.  Motion 

moved by Mr. Kehner and seconded by Mr. Edwardi.  All ayes followed.  Mr. Divney announced second 

reading and public hearing will be February 28, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Mr. Divney asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance 1514 on first reading.   There was no motion.  The 

Ordinance failed to be introduced.  1514 – An Ordinance to Amend the Revised General Ordinances of the 

City of Sea Isle City, Chapter 6, “Beverage Control” Amending and Regulating Outdoor Sales of Alcohol. 

 

Mr. Divney explained that at the last meeting the Council discussed five options regarding the Outdoor Sales of 

Alcohol.  This Ordinance would allow all licensed premises to serve alcohol until 2:30 a.m. closing, but would 

prohibit music after 11:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. McHale expressed concern that there are not parameters to enclose or contain the licensed premise and Mr. 

Edwardi agreed, adding that the fines for violating are not high enough. 

 

Ms. Tighe stated she does not support outdoor sales after 11:00 pm or Midnight as it will create a noise problem 

and there isn’t an enclosure that will prevent noise  She went on to say that the issue continues to be a definition 

of enclosed. 

 

Mr. Edwardi suggested that it was not the Council’s responsibility to enforce the noise ordinance if an 

establishment is continually in violation.  He also said it would be unfair to require extensive enclosures and 

then if it is problematic take it away in a year.   He then asked the Mayor his thoughts as a bar owner but Mr. 

Baldini suggested the Mayor not participate in the discussion as he is a bar owner and any ordinance will be put 

before him for his signature or veto. 

 

Mr. Kehner stated that working in the industry he hears people say they want to be outside.  He added that he 

would not derive any direct profit from the ordinance, so he does not feel he has a conflict.  There were no 

violations last year and it is the responsibility of the bar owners to be good neighbors. 

 

Discussion continued regarding a sunset provision to ensure the ordinance is addressed again next year, 

providing a more definitive description of enclosed; however that could affect smoking and all agreed the fines 

must be increased.  Mr. Baldini said he would raise the fines that he would be sure the AOC would approve.   



 

RESOLUTION #011 – Introduction of the 2012 Local Municipal Budget.  The Clerk read the resolution 

stating the budget would be advertised in the Sentinel Ledger on 2-8-2012 and second reading and public 

hearing would be on 2-28-2012 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Mr. Divney then asked for a motion to adopt the 2012 Budget as introduced.  Motion moved by Mr. Kehner and 

seconded by Mr. Edwardi.  All ayes followed.     

  

CITIZEN COMMENT ~ Resolutions on Consent Agenda: There was no citizen comment on the 

Resolutions.  

 

RESOLUTION – Consent Agenda: 

   012 Authorizing Approval of Vouchers   

013 Authorizing Award of Contract for Library/Beach Tag Building Demo and Parking Lot 

Construction  {$200,806.50} 

014 Authorizing Participation in State Approved Contracts 

015 Authorizing Advertisement of Bids 

016 Authorizing Award of Co-Op Contract for Electric General Supply Services with South Jersey 

Power Cooperative 

017 Authorizing the City of Sea Isle City to Enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with 

Cranford Police 

018 Authorizing Various Refunds of Overpayments 

019 Accepting the Recommendation of the Tourism Commission and Department of Community 

Services to Enter Into Agreement with Certain Vendors for Advertising, Commercials and 

Promotional Media for the Year 2012/2013 (Amends Previously Adopted Resolution No. 008) 
 

Mr. Divney next asked for a motion to adopt resolutions on the consent agenda, #012 - #019.  Motion moved by 

Mr. Edwardi and seconded by Mr. McHale.  All ayes followed.  

 

PENDING BUSINESS:  Ms. Tighe next asked the solicitor for the status of the Sounds Avenue property that 

was scheduled for demolition by the City, but was given time to seek a CAFRA permit.  Mr. Baldini said he 

called the attorney, but has been unable to talk with him but he would follow-up. 

 

Mr. Divney asked Mr. Savastano to provide an update on Excursion Park, Phase II.  Mr. Savastano indicated 

that everything was going well, however, at the next meeting there will be two change orders on for the moving 

of a telephone pole and to change the light poles to LED.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Ms. Tighe stated she received calls from several residents regarding the School Board’s 

plan to contract for an outside pre-k.  She went on to say at the joint meeting the Council did commit to 

allowing the facility to be used if the school closed, but the Board is talking about a day care provider for pre-k, 

after school and all summer and that is not something that was agreed to.  Mr. McHale responded that it is an 

academic program, not just babysitting, however, the Board is considering a question on the ballot to see if 

residents are willing to pay for the service.  Mr. Divney added that he and Mr. McHale are on an advisory 

committee that is discussing many possibilities, but it is ultimately the School Board’s decision. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENT: 

Ann Organ – 209 39
th

 St:  Opposed the extension of the hours for outside alcohol sales. 

Charles & Elizabeth Hottenstein-951 Alycia Lane, Telford, PA:  Read a prepared statement criticizing the 

Polar Bear Plunge Event, concluding with asking anyone who may know anything about the death of their 

daughter to contact them. 

John Burke-143-44
th

 St;  Agreed with the criticism of the Polar Bear Plunge and it does tarnish the City’s 

image 

Tom Volker-133 40
th

 St:  Stated that noise is not the only problem associated with the bars as he always has 

litter (beer cans) on his front lawn in the morning. 

John Fee-220 43
rd

 St:  Supports the change orders discussed for Excursion Park and agreed with Mr. Edwardi 

that legislating extensive enclosures for outside bars and then revisiting and taking it away in a year is not fair to 

the business.  

 

Mr. Divney asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion moved by Ms. Tighe and seconded by Mr. McHale.  All 

ayes followed and the meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 

 

_______________________ 

Cindy L. Griffith, City Clerk 


