
CITY OF SEA ISLE CITY, NEW JERSEY 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 23, 2013 – 10:00 AM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

SEA ISLE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 

ATTENDANCE: Mr. Divney, Mr. Edwardi, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Kehner and Ms. Tighe. Also attending was 

Administrator Mr. Savastano, City Solicitor, Mr. Baldini and Law Clerk, Paul Baldini Jr.  

 

Council President Tighe called the meeting to order and asked everyone to rise for the flag salute and prayer.  

He then announced that the meeting had been advertised in accordance with P. L. 1975, Chapter 231. 

 

Ms. Tighe then asked for a motion to adopt the minutes of the 6-25-13 Regular Meeting and 7-1-13 Re-

Organization Meeting.  Motion moved by Mr. Kehner and seconded by Mr. Edwardi.  All ayes followed except 

Mr. Gibson abstained. 

 

REPORTS-Mayor and Administrator:  Mr. Savastano reported that after a slow June, beach tag revenues are 

rising.  Year-to-date revenues are $1,151,705 about $22,000 less than the same time last year.  He next reported 

on the potential Federal beach replenishment funds available and that the City is working on the application 

which may require some private homeowner easements.  Mr. Savastano’s final report was the presentation of 

the revised design of the new City Hall and Public Safety Building.  He explained that the facility was reduced 

from 4 stories to 3 stories, after several Council members expressed concern with the size and impact of the 

larger and while it is lower, it about the same square footage as it is wider.  Mr. Savastano said that there would 

be a resolution on the next agenda authorizing the award of preparation of the construction documents.  Mr. 

Divney asked that there be an update on the estimated cost.  Mr. Gibson said that he feels the building is more 

attractive and asked if  there will be any FEMA dollars to offset the cost.  Mr. Savastano said the City is 

working on getting the required estimates for rebuilding old city hall and public safety buildings to pre-storm 

conditions and to raise them to flood mitigation level and upgrade to all new codes.  He said he hopes to receive 

somewhere between $1 and $3 million towards the new facility. 

 

REPORTS-Council:  Mr. Edwardi thanked the Chief for ordering flashing LED, solar stop lights at 59
th

 & 63
rd

 

Streets on Central Avenue. 

 

Ms. Tighe announced that the 8/13/13 regular meeting scheduled for 6:00 pm has been changed to 10:00 am 

due to the special primary election.  After discussion among Council a workshop was scheduled for 8/21/13 at 

10:00 am to discuss mixed use zoning.   

 

ORDINANCES-Introduction and First Reading:   
Ms. Tighe asked for a motion to take up Ordinance 1550 for first reading.  Motion moved by Mr. Kehner and 

seconded by Mr. Edwardi.  All ayes followed.  The clerk read the ordinance by title:  1550 – An Ordinance 

Amending Chapter 26 of the Revised General Ordinances of the City of Sea Isle City Entitled “Zoning” 

to Provide for a Compatible and Consistent Land Use Pattern.  Ms. Tighe explained that this will change 

the required ceiling height in commercial units and how it is measured.  Mr. Kehner suggested the Planning 

Board be asked to suggest an amendment to the percentage of glass that will be required as well.  Mr. Savastano 

said he would talk with the Planning Board Chairperson. 

 

Ms. Tighe asked for a motion to adopt ordinance 1550 on first reading.  Motion moved by Mr. Divney and 

seconded by Mr. Edwardi.  All ayes followed. Ms. Tighe announced the ordinance will be forwarded to the 

Planning Board for Master Plan consistency review. 

 

Ms. Tighe asked for a motion to take up Ordinance 1551 for first reading.  Motion moved by Mr. Kehner and 

seconded by Mr. Edwardi.  Vote:  Mr. Edwardi, Mr. Kehner and Ms. Tighe – yes.  Mr. Divney and Mr. Gibson 

– no.  Motion carried 3-2 and the clerk read the ordinance by title:   1551 – An Ordinance to Amend Schedule 

A and Schedule B of the Revised General Ordinance of the City of Sea Isle City to Reflect Amendments 

to the Fees Associated with Sewer and Water Usage and Connection.  Mr. Savastano explained that rates 

have not been increased since 2009 and that this will increase the base rates as well as the excess charges and 

change the connection fees.  He then provided various reasons, but the most significant is the MUA bill that was 

estimated for the 2013 budget was much larger when received compared with the estimated bill as well as debt 

service payments. He went on to explain that the City has an old infrastructure and infiltration into the pipes 

also affect the amount sent to the MUA.  The 5 year capital plan continues to include projects to systematically 

replace and upgrade the system.  There was much discussion among council members and while all agreed and 

understood an increase was necessary, Mr. Divney felt that it should be  reduced to accommodate this year, as 

debt service should decrease, he fears it will increase surplus to an unnecessary high level and that discussions 

need to occur with the MUA regarding its billing methodology.  Mr. Gibson suggested a council workshop to 

further discuss and share information.  Mr. Edwardi said he supports the increase and he does not believe the 

MUA will change.  Ms. Tighe agreed and added that if surplus was too high, rates could be decreased or the 

excess could be used for debt service or more capital projects.  All agreed to a workshop and scheduled it for 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 at 2:00 pm.   

 



Ms. Tighe then asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 1551 on introduction and publish according to law.   

Motion moved by Mr. Edwardi and seconded by Mr. Kehner.  All ayes followed, except Mr. Divney voted no.   

Ms. Tighe announced  second reading and public hearing will be 8/27/2013 at 10:00 am.    

 

CITIZEN COMMENT-Resolutions on Consent Agenda:   

Ann Organ-209 39
th

 St:  Asked where the bus stop is in resolution #129 and Mr. Savastano said on JFK in 

front of the public safety building, west parking lot.   

 

RESOLUTION – Consent Agenda: 

 125 – Authorizing the Approval of Vouchers 

 126 – Authorizing the Issuance of a License to Conduct Amusement Games 

 127 – Authorizing the Award of Contract for Water & Sewer Pipes and Fittings  

 128 – Authorizing Approval a Raffle Application {Dennis Township Football Cheerleading   

 Association, Inc.} 

 129 – Authorizing a Designated Bus Stop 

 130 – Authorizing Award of Non-Fair and Open Contract for Architectural & Engineering Services    

 {Robert Garrison - FEMA – not to exceed $5,000)  

 

Ms. Tighe asked for a motion to adopt the resolutions on the consent agenda #125 to #130. Motion moved by 

Mr. Kehner and seconded by Mr. Edwardi.  All ayes followed. 

 

PENDING BUSINESS: Mr. Baldini provided an update on the Clemente Gazebo lawsuit explaining that the 

final court appearance occurred and she has until 10/15/2013 to lower the roof.  On 10/16/2013, our engineer 

will shoot the roof height and if it is not compliant, the City can begin demolition on 10/17/2013.   

 

Mr. Baldini next advised that an ordinance will be forthcoming regarding awnings in the commercial zones.  

Currently if an establishment has outside dining, a retractable awning is required and the proposed ordinance 

would remove the retractable requirement.   Mr. Divney asked if awnings are allowed to remain should tables 

and chairs be allowed to remain as well.  Ms. Tighe indicated she is not in favor of changing the ordinance. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   Mr. Divney asked about a letter received by the Mayor and Council regarding a developer 

interested in a possible public/private partnership using the current DPW garage land for a hotel.  Mr. Savastano 

said that is a large discussion and not a high priority, however, he would meet with Council President Tighe and 

“frame a discussion” with the development group.   

 

CITIZEN COMMENT:  

Ann Organ-209 39
th

 St:  Asked if the new city hall was lower and Mr.  Savastano said yes, it was reduced 

from 4 to 3 stories.  She then asked why the 8/13 night meeting was not changed to another night so that more 

people can attend.  Ms. Tighe said that the meetings whether at night or Saturdays do night generate more 

attendance.  Regarding the MUA bill, she feels development and the impervious lot coverage affects the amount 

of run off into the sewer.  Ms. Tighe explained the storm drains do not flow to the MUA.   

Larry Evans-15 43
rd

 St:  Suggested that the lead time for Council to consider a rate increase is too short and 

the City should consider other ways to get the funds.  He also suggested the increase to the excess is too low.  

Regarding the new City Hall he asked what the resolve was regarding the roof of the fire house bays.  Ms. 

Tighe said it has been determined that a second floor could be added at any time if necessary.    

Karen Jordan-5816 Sounds Ave:  Asked if the water & sewer rate was different for commercial vs. residential 

and if FEMA will provide an offset of the cost of the increased flow due to Super Storm Sandy and Ms. Tighe 

said the City should receive a small amount from FEMA and that while the rates are the same, the commercial 

users pay large excess bills.  She then reiterated her complaint regarding the 59
th

 Street pier is open but not 

finished as there is still just a snow fence and there is a need for a railing, there is a need to clean up shells and 

signage indicating it is open only dawn to dusk.  Dredging is also needed.  Ms. Tighe said she would discuss 

with the Administrator 

Representatives, NJ Hope & Healing: Reminded everyone that there is a group that meets every Tuesday 6:00 

pm to 8:00 pm at the Community Lodge to discuss personal issues resulting from Super Storm Sandy.  

John Fee-220 43
rd

 St:  Expressed the need for water conservation programs as promised in 2009 and agreed 

that the excess charges are too low.   He also asked when the Council will be holding a workshop on City 

facilities and Ms. Tighe said in the Fall.  Mr. Savastano said appraisals have been received on the old fire house.  

Mr. Baldini added that the appraisals will not be released as the City will want the best price if selling.  

Dave Helfrich-21 36
th

 St:  Asked how the Springfield uses the City beach adjacent to them and Ms. Tighe said 

they have an outside dining permit.   He next complained that there are cans, bottles and trash on the lawn of the 

old City Hall and that there is not enforcement removing bikes on the boardwalk.  He then thanked the City and 

County for changing the timing on the light at JFK and Landis.  

 

Ms. Tighe asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion moved by Mr. Edwardi and seconded by Mr. Divney.  All 

ayes followed and the meeting adjourned at 12:25 pm. 

 

 

_______________________ 

Cindy L. Griffith, City Clerk 

 


